November 25, 2008

Mayor Antonio Villariagosa

200 N. Spring Street

Los Angeles, CA   90012

Dear Mayor Villariagosa:

 

The City of Los Angeles-Community Redevelopment Agency ( CRA/LA) is taking steps towards the consolidation of seven redevelopment project areas in South Los Angeles (Crenshaw, Crenshaw-Slauson, Broadway-Manchester, Western-Slauson, Vermont-Manchester, Western-Slauson, Normandie-5 and University-Expo). These project areas were established for reasons which included commercial revitalization and recovery. In addition, community advisory committees were established for each project area to assure that community interests were incorporated and guarded in the redevelopment efforts. Members of these bodies were appointed and elected, and represented various community interests including, business, property owners and the arts.  Beginning April 2008, CRA suspended meetings of the CAC with the exception of an on needed basis, as they take steps to implement the consolidation plan citing operational expenses and a desire to increase revenues/bonding capacity. 
CRA established an interim ad hoc steering committee with members from each of the project areas. The agency had committed to holding Public Hearings on consolidation of project areas by November 2008. The public hearing are reportedly now postponed until February 2009 and while not suspended, the ad hoc committee meetings will be convened only on an “as needed basis”.  

 

We the undersigned object to:

 

1. The suspension of legitimate and long standing community bodies which can and should address redevelopment projects and CRA/LA concerns. 

2. The destabilization of a long standing community review processes at a time that the CRA/LA is seeking increased outside development citing land "values" and ability to capture sizable community dollars. 

3. The nearly complete lack of information being provided by CRA/LA on their motivations and goals and the potential costs to the community. 
4. The lack of adequate public notice and repeated cancelation of the ad-hoc steering committee meetings – thereby shutting the community out of the deliberative process. 
5. The request by the agency for council action to advance the consolidation study without notice to stakeholders. 

6. The loss of community voices and participation in community redevelopment.  Decision making would not be a neighborhood matter, but rather be made outside of most neighborhoods with limited neighborhood representation and a loss of neighborhood sensitivities and sensibilities in development. 

7. The reference to reauthorization of  use of eminent domain. 

8. The resistance of CRA/LA to explain how increases in public debts they wish to generate will be utilized and allocated.  Their debts will undoubtedly need additional tax revenues to fund. 

9. The suggestion that economically sound neighborhoods/project areas would "co-sign" on risky projects that private developers could not fund or could default upon. 

CRA/LA has done an inadequate job in engaging our communities in the project area consolidation analysis.  This is a regional concern beyond the Eighth District. The goals of this process may be desirable, but review and consideration MUST be given to community impacts. We call upon the mayor and city council to direct CRA to cease any further action until such time as each CAC has received a thorough presentation from the agency including a written financial analysis and taken a formal position on the proposed consolidation.  
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Julian Roger
Empowerment Congress South East Neighborhood Council
On Behalf of:
Carol Black 







Wesley Smith Jr. 

Voices of 90037 Neighborhood Council*



Park Mesa Heights*
Lark Galloway-Gilliam





Theodore Thomas

Empowerment Congress West Area Neighborhood Council*
Park Mesa Heights*
Julia Evans







Joe Turner

CANNDU*







CANNDU*
Lauretta Randell






Carol White

CANNDU*







Voices of 90037 NC*
Peggy Simmons






Lucille Williams

CANNDU*







CANNDU*
cc:
City Council Member Bernard Parks


City Council Member Jan Perry

City Council Member Herb Wesson

Cecilia Estalano, CRA

* Note: neighborhood council affiliation for identification purposes only
