LEIMERT PARK NEEDS HPOZ

What is HPOZ?

HPOZ stands for Historic Preservation Overlay Zone.  HPOZ is a City-designated historic district composed of a group of buildings in either an entire neighborhood or part of a neighborhood which are related

to one another historically, architecturally, and/or culturally.  HPOZ designation is designed to preserve a community’s identity by preserving its architecture and scale. There are currently 21 HPOZ’s in Los Angeles in areas such as Angelino Heights, Lafayette Square, Hancock Park, University Park and the West Adams-Normandie district. HPOZ designation was instrumental in revitalizing commercial areas such as Old Pasadena and San Diego’s Gaslamp  
HPOZs preserve the architectural integrity of distinguished buildings by maintaining their original exterior styling.  HPOZs regulate the type and extent of exterior modifications through a community process to determine if new construction designs fall into the established architectural style.
	Leimert Park is the Model Neighborhood for HPOZ

Leimert Park is characterized by innovations in planning, distinguished architecture and a rich cultural heritage. Leimert Park district is home to 703 Spanish Colonial Revival Style homes. Other noteworthy architecture styles are found throughout Leimert Park such as Streamline,  Storybook, Tudor, Colonial, French, English,  Monterey Revival and Art-Deco. This variety of architectural styles constitutes Leimert Park as an architecturally historic district. 

Leimert Park is also a community that exemplifies the unique character that HPOZs seek to maintain based on its rich cultural heritage. Leimert Park’s Village has a history steeped in art appreciation.  Fine art museums and performance studios have consistently anchored the Village and characterized it as the central location for the expression of Black artistic culture in Los Angeles. The Village is a physical space that functions as an origin for contemporary expressions and the evolution of art, music, and dance and ethnic cuisine.


What Are the Benefits of HPOZ Designation?

Control Over Inappropriate Alterations: 
HPOZs are one of the few effective tools to help retain the unique character of historic neighborhoods. HPOZs provide for clear design guidelines and a process to manage construction that would change the exterior historical character of designated property in the area.  

Increase in Property Values: 
According to numerous studies, homes and structures within

HPOZs experience greater property value increases than do similar

Properties not protected by a historic district designation. This occurs because potential homebuyers are assured that the historic character that made the neighborhood attractive will endure over time. 

Tax Savings: 
Designation as an HPOZ makes all “contributing structures” to the HPOZ (homes within the period of significance that have retained their architectural character) eligible for property tax reductions generally ranging from 25-60%.
How Does It Work
· HPOZ will generate a community process for the development of a Preservation Plan and set of design guidelines specific to the needs of the neighborhood. 

· An oversight committee is established consisting of at last five area residents and experts.  The committee is responsible for reviewing and approving construction projects concerning the exterior of the historic structures before the City of Los Angeles issues permits formally authorizing the project. 
· The HPOZ Boards also serve as an informal resource for homeowners, providing invaluable advice on how to pursue historically sensitive renovations in a cost-effective manner.

· The HPOZ’s regulations do not require or force residents to improve or “fix up” their property.
· HPOZ does not prevent you from making changes to your property. It is designed to manage changes to the exterior of designated buildings. New additions are allowed, but should be compatible to the site’s historic character.  
How Can Leimert Park Become an HPOZ?

The HPOZ process is being initiated by homeowners and merchants within Leimert Park dedicated to preserving the integrity and character of our community.  The goal is to provide information and generate community support of a HPOZ designation for Leimert Park and the Village as evidence by at least 1,400 signatures of property owners on the enclosed endorsement.  

If we can demonstrate sufficient support for HPOZ designation, the results will be presented to the City Council member to introduce a City Council motion initiating the HPOZ process. 

The next step is the completion of a detailed cultural resource survey of the neighborhood that also defines the proposed HPOZ’s boundaries. This survey:

· Identifies the structures within the proposed HPOZ and identifies them as either “contributing” or “non-contributing”. In general, structures identified as “contributing“are those buildings which are examples of the predominant styles of the area, built during the time period when the bulk of the structures in the HPOZ were constructed.
· Includes an overview of the community’s history and development, detailing the significance and context of the area history and its architecture, photographs and a brief description of each structure.

The assembled HPOZ application, including the completed survey and letters of support from the community, is first sent to the Planning Department, then reviewed by the Cultural Heritage Commission and the City Planning Commission, before going to the City Council for final approval. The entire process generally takes six months to one year after applications are submitted.
ENDORSEMENT OF LEIMERT PARK HPOZ

HPOZ designation will help preserve one of the best concentration of Spanish Colonial Revival architecture, the landscape and planning innovation of the Olmested Brothers and the rich heritage of ethnic art, music, and culture of the African American community in Los Angeles. 
Leimert Park includes homes and businesses west of Sutro, east of Crenshaw, north of Vernon and south of Rodeo.  
I support establishing Leimert Park and Leimert Park Village as a Historic Preservation Overly Zone (HPOZ).   
First Name: 
____________________________________________

Last Name: 
____________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________
Zip Code:  ______________
Phone (optional): _________________________________________

Email (optional): __________________________________________

Years in Leimert Park (optional): ______________

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I own the property listed above in Leimert Park

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I live in, but do not own property in Leimert Park

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I am a business owner, but do not own property in the Village

Signature

In addition, I am willing to:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Assist in collecting signatures  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Assisting in developing the guidelines

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Assisting with the resource survey 










